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Statement of effort and honesty: 
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Exam Format: 
 

Section Recommended Time 
1. Multiple Choice 25 minutes 

2. Novel Situation Analysis 45 minutes 

3. Thinking Like a Geographer 10 minutes 

4. Metacognition 10 minutes 
Total 90 min 
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Geography – 6th Grade 
Semester 1 Interim Exam  

 
 
Section 1: Multiple Choice 
Choose the best answer for each item below. Fill in the bubble that matches your 
answer on the answer sheet. (1 point each, 20 points total) 

 
Use the map below for Questions 1 - 2.  

 
 

1. What is this map illustrating?  
 

a. Climate zones 
b. Compass rose 
c. Time zones 
d. The Equator 

 
2. The numbers, circles & descriptions at the bottom are best described as: 

 
a. The map legend 
b. The compass rose 
c. The time you eat dinner at each location 
d. Climate zones 
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Use the map of Wisconsin below for questions 3 – 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

3. The crossed arrows with letters N, E, S, and W at the top represents the 
 

a. The Tropic of Capricorn 
b. The compass rose 
c. The time zone 
d. The Equator 

 
4. The box in the bottom left that shows the meaning of each symbol is 

 
a. The map legend 
b. The compass rose 
c. The climate zones 
d. None of the above 

 
5. The location of Madison is best described as:  

 
a. In South Wisconsin 
b. In North Wisconsin 
c. In East Wisconsin 
d. In West Wisconsin 

 

#3	  

#4	  
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6. The statement that best explains why countries have immigration quotas 

is: 
 

a. Poor countries lose their most valuable human resources 
b. Valuable skills will be added to the U.S. economy 
c. Allowing immigrants to live here will earn the U.S. respect and admiration 

from people throughout the world  
d. None of the above 

 
 

7. The statement that best describes the meaning of refugee is:  
 

a. A person who moves to a new country to go to college 
b. A person who votes in an election 
c. A person who leaves their home due to some danger or problem 
d. None of the above 
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Use the map of Massachusetts below to answer questions 8 - 9.  

 

8. According to the map, what is the capital of Massachusetts? 
 

a. Sharon 
b. Boston 
c. Plymouth 
d. Cape Cod 

 
 

9. According to the map, the Housatonic River runs:  
 

a. East to West of the state 
b. Into the Atlantic Ocean 
c. Into the Charles River 
d. North to South of the state 
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Read the two perspectives on undocumented immigration:  
 
 
Perspective A Perspective B 
Every study of about immigration and 
economics demonstrates that 
undocumented immigrants actually help 
the economy more than they hurt 
it. Through taxes, investments 
and consumption of goods, our economy 
is better with undocumented immigrants 
here. 
 

The negative economic and social 
consequences of illegal immigration are 
unbelievable. Illegal immigrants have cost 
billions of dollars in taxes and medical care 
that they've never paid. Immigration is a 
drain on the economy. 
 

 
 

10. Which of the following best attributes the perspective to which person:  
 

a. Perspective B supports undocumented immigration while Perspective A is 
against undocumented immigration.  

b. Perspective A supports undocumented immigration while Perspective B is 
against undocumented immigration.  

c. Both perspectives are against immigration. 
d. Both perspectives support immigration.  
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Read the passage below to answer questions 11 – 13.  

 

11. Which reason below best explains why Mr. Mu Ling and his family left their 
homes and migrated to a new place?  

 
a. They wanted to go on an adventure 
b. They wanted to take over other people's communities 
c. There was a threat to their basic freedom  
d. They had no reasons at all 

 
 

12. For Mr. Mu Ling and his family, the Communist Party in China's control 
over arts and education could be described as a:  

 
a. push factor 
b. pull factor 
c. both 
d. neither 

 
 

13. For Mr. Mu Ling and his family, the freedom in the United States is best 
described as a:  

 
a. push factor 
b. pull factor 
c. both 
d. neither 

 
 
 

An immigration story:  Mr. Lee Mu Ling 
1946 was a year full of conflict for my home country China. The country had just ended a 

war. During the later years of the war, the Communist Party and the Kuomingtang 

(KMT) divided the country into two. The communist’s reign (time in power) was too 

much for my family as the rulers wanted to control every aspect of culture, including arts 

and education. It was in the 1960s when my siblings slowly began to immigrate to 

America. We moved to California from 1963-1969, with me being the last to leave as my 

younger siblings were still not old enough to endure life in the new world. 
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Use the image and text below to answer questions 14 – 15.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
14. If the people living here migrate to another location, the primary reason 
would be:  

 
a. lack of resources 
b. too much food 
c. too much rain 
d. all of the above 

 

15. The destruction of soil known as desertification would most likely be 
described as a:  

 
a. push factor 
b. pull factor 
c. both 
d. neither 

 

What is desertification? 
 
Desertification is the destruction 
of land in dry areas and may be 
caused by livestock or human 
population pressures, 
deforestation and unsustainable 
farming practices. Deforestation 
in southeastern Panama has left 
the soil salty, extremely dry and 
unable to grow crops, making it 
like a desert. 
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For Questions 16 – 20: Match each way that group identity is learned and shared in 
the first column to the example that best illustrates it in the second column. Be sure to 
match the number to the corresponding number on your answer sheet.  
 
 
 

16. Education A) 
A woman has a certain way of dressing 
that she considers to be respectful of her 
beliefs and faith.  

17. Economy B) 

A student is an independent thinker 
because he attends a school where he is 
encouraged to ask questions about his 
own thoughts and the thoughts of others. 

18. Government C) 

A family makes decisions about what they 
can or can't afford on a daily basis. They 
might not be able to go on vacation every 
year, but there is always food around the 
house and they love to give presents for 
holidays.  

19. Religion D) 

A young man listens sincerely to 
viewpoints that he disagrees with because 
he was raised in a country with a strong 
value in freedom of speech.  

20. Customs E) 

Every year a family eats way too much on 
Thanksgiving day and their stomachs hurt 
all through the night. Even though they 
promise not to do it again they keep doing 
it every year. 

 
 
  



	   10	  

Anyone	  caught	  criticizing	  
the	  government	  is	  sent	  to	  
prison.	  	  	  

Section 2: Novel Situation Analysis  
For this part of the test you will learn about a new situation happening in the world. Then 
you will use your knowledge from Geography to respond to the situation. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

There	  is	  a	  country	  
in	  central	  Asia	  
called	  Uzbekistan	  

President	  Karimov	  of	  
Uzbekistan	  is	  a	  
commanding	  and	  forceful	  
ruler	  who	  does	  not	  allow	  
anyone	  to	  criticize	  his	  
government.	  	  

What is the relationship between freedom, resources and migration? 

There	  is	  a	  
country	  in	  central	  
Asia	  called	  
Uzbekistan.	  It	  is	  
next	  to	  a	  country	  
called	  
Kazakhstan.	  

 

Dear Scholar,  

You have been chosen as a 

special advisor to the nation of 

Kazakhstan. They are looking 

for a geography expert to give 

them advice on whether or not 

to encourage (allow a lot of) or 

restrict (block out a lot of) 

immigration from a particular 

group of people in neighboring 

Uzbekistan.  

 

Please read the articles and 

maps to learn about the 

situation. Use your knowledge 

about freedom, changing 

access to resources, migration 

to help the Kazakhstanis figure 

out what to do.   

 

Thank you!  
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Step 1: Start with what you already know. Write a full paragraph to explain your 
understanding of the question below.  
 

21. What is the relationship between freedom and migration? 

 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Word Bank: 
 

Refugee       Natural Resources       Freedom       Migration 
 

Jobs       Immigration 

STOP to check your work. 
  Did you… 
 
¨ Write a clear statement 

that tells how the concepts 
are related? 
 

¨ Explain your thinking in 
other words? 

 
¨ Give examples to show 

what you mean? 
  

¨ Illustrate your 
understanding with a 
metaphor or diagram? 
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Step 2: 
 

• Look at the map of Uzbekistan below and read the short article.  
• Record notes on the side of the text to show how pursuit of freedom impacts 

migration from one region to another. 
 

 

Exodus by Jack Shenker / November 17, 2010  

Mr. Sulton has lived in Uzbekistan his 
whole life and knows its secrets; after 
sitting down, he unplugged his phone 
before talking. “Everywhere is bugged,” 
he said, jerking his thumb in the 
direction of a high-security prison. 
Uzbek President  Karimov has locked up 
hundreds of his political enemies there, 
some of whom have reportedly been 
boiled to death. It is part of the larger 
Uzbek security machine which brutally 
crushes challenges to Karimov’s ruling 
group. Many people from this region are 
escaping across the border to 
Kazakhstan.  

 

MY NOTES: 
(not graded) 

Why are people leaving Uzbekistan to 
move to Kazakhstan? 

 

 

 

How does freedom impact migration in 
Uzbekistan? 

 

 
 
 
 

People	  who	  live	  
in	  this	  region	  of	  
Uzbekistan	  are	  
migrating	  to	  
Kazakhstan,	  the	  
country	  to	  the	  
northeast.	  	  
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Step 2 (continued): Analyze this map and read the text below to determine how 
resources have been lost in the region.  
 
Aral Sea in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan: The darker colors represent water levels.  
 

 

 
MY NOTES: (not graded)  Why are people leaving Uzbekistan to move to Kazakhstan? 

 

How does access to natural resources impact migration in Uzbekistan? 

  

The Aral Sea was once the world’s fourth largest lake - home to many fishing ports. But Aral Sea to 
became smaller by 70 percent. Many people who used to fish on the lake are now moving from 
Uzbekistan to Kazakhstan in order to find new jobs.  
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Step 3: Use your knowledge about freedom, resources and migration to give advice 
to the people of Kazakhstan.   
 

22. Should the people of Kazakhstan allow migration to their 
country from people from Uzbekistan?  

 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

STOP to check your work. 
  Did you… 
 
¨ Write a clear statement 

that tells TWO reasons 
why the people of 
Uzbekistan are moving to 
Kazakhstan? 
 

¨ Explain why migrants 
should be allowed or not 
allowed to move to 
Kazakhstan? 

 
¨ Give examples to show 

what you mean? 
  

¨ Illustrate your point with 
an analogy or a diagram? 
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Section 3: Thinking like a geographer 

In this section of the test, you will show that you know how to think like a geographer. 
 
 
 

 
 
23. Why is it important to consider the multiple reactions people have to 
immigration? (10 points – BCR rubric) 
 
Use an example from what you know about reactions to African American migration to 
the North, Latino immigration, European immigration and/or Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan 
to explain your answer.  
 

 
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

  

	  
 
Geographers consider the 
multiple perspectives that 
are tied to any issue.  

STOP to check your work. 
  Did you… 
 
¨ Write a clear statement 

that tells why it is 
important to consider 
multiple perspectives 
about immigration? 
 

¨ Elaborate to explain 
your statement? 

 
¨ Give an example from 

what you know about a 
particular migration? 
  

¨ Illustrate what you mean 
using an analogy or 
drawing? 
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Section 3: Metacognition 
In this section you will think about your thinking in order to improve it.  

 
My thinking is clear when it is understandable and 
nothing is confusing about it.  

24. Re-read your letter to the Kazakhstani people. Then circle the description below to 
show what level of clarity your letter shows. (5 points – reflective rubric) 
 

 OPPOSITE  NOVICE APPRENTICE PRACTITIONER EXPERT 

C
la

rit
y 

UNCLEAR: 
Thinking is difficult to 
understand; even by 
asking questions the 
reader cannot figure 
out the meaning 

Some parts of 
thinking are 
understandable but 
many parts are 
ambiguous and may 
be easily 
misinterpreted; the 
reader has to ask 
many questions to 
figure out the 
meaning 

Most thinking is 
understandable; 
sometimes the 
reader has to ask 
questions to figure 
out the meaning; 
there is still room for 
misinterpretation in 
some places 

Thinking is 
understandable; 
obvious efforts are 
made to prevent 
misinterpretation or 
misunderstanding 

CLEAR: 
Thinking is 
understandable in 
every way; 
nothing is 
confusing or 
unexplained; 
there is no room 
for 
misinterpretation  

 
25. Explain your choice. Give specific examples from your writing. 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

26. What is one thing you could do to improve the CLARITY of your work? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 


